
CLOSING DAYS OF THE WAR.
1,% n

What a New York Heavy Battery Contributed to the Finish, and
How It Endured.

By A. WENTZ, Co. A, 14th N. V. H. A.

In writing war recollections at this late
date, one is liable to omit much that really
happened, bnt which memory can not re¬

call. However, some incidents are im¬
printed in my own memory. These largely
relate to my company (A), to the field offi¬
cers, or friends, officers and privates, who
had business or exchanged courtesies with
me.

I enlisted on Dec. 17,)18G3, at Rochester,
N. Y., and was taken to "Bull's Head Bar¬
racks,*' on West Avenue, once the old
.'Bull's Head" Tavern; Here Adj't Van
Brackle had his office, while Lieut. Under-
hill had command of the camp. Having
never before slept in a: house without any
furniture whatever, and wrapped in a

blanket, on the floor,, with a few lively
crawlers to keep me fnim sleep, I passed a

poor night. The next! day my brother
found me and had a talk with the Adju¬
tant, after which I was permitted to go
home every evening.

Adj't Van Brackle Retained me in the
office, where, for about three weeks, I as¬

sisted in copying mnstcr-out rolls.
On a dark, stormy ind extremely cold

night, Jan. 4, 1864,<? we bixjke camp,
marched through a snowstorm to the de¬
pot, where we bid thj? last good-bye to
friends. Arriving at >jew York in the af¬
ternoon of the next da£, we were marched
to temporary barracks ;n front of the City
llall, where now the Jpost office stands.
After two days we to*>k a boat to Fort
Richmond, S. I., whete Capt. Wood, of
Co. A, urged me and three others to join
his company, which we did, as we could
draw no rations until we were assigned.
We found Co. A a quiet, orderly set of
men, mostly married, having enlisted as

soon as they heard their name called in the
draft going on at Ogdensburg. During
the month four of the companies, under
command of Maj. William II. Reynolds,
were moved to Fort Sclfuyler, Co. A being
one. There our duties; were to guard a

hospital and camp of sick, convalescents,
recruits, deserters and bounty-jumpers.
Quite a number of these lost their lives by
drowning, trying to escape.

THE SOUP .BIOT.
We had not been there very long when

some dissatisfaction way heard about our

evening soup. One evening this soup was
extra thin, and with one accord the boys
jumped up and overturned the tables with
the soup and the steaming conteuts of the
kettles on the floor, even upon the laps of
some of the slow ones. This, of course.
was reported to Gen. Brown, the Post
Commandant, who invited the boys in com¬

pany form, under direction of their Or¬
derly Sergeants, to come upon the glacis
and hear him talk. Everybody was eager
to hear him. As soon as they arrived a
cordon of the 7th U. S. from the fort was

quietly placed between them and barracks.
After being soundly censured the men
were ordered to drill, w hich they did until
2 a. ra. Our soup and side dishes were
found somewhat improved after that.
About April 22 we received orders to

join Gen. Grant at Warrenton Junction.
Ya. Our battalion, under Maj. Reynolds,
shipped in one of those drab steamers, for¬
merly a blockade runner, together with
several hundred recruits and men for the
army whom we had to guard. We left
New York by way of the Narrows, manv
of us looking upon headquarters and Fort
Richmond for the last time. Arriving at
Washington, D. C., via Fortress Monroe,
we joined the balance of the regiment at
the Soldiers' Rest, near the depot, where
we bunked once again in Vermin-infested
barracks until the next dajf. We then be-
g*n our long march, loaded with many
things deemed indispensable. Our load's
most have been somewhat similar to Si
liiegg . as a recruit; but they dwindled
from day to day. Our first day was not
overdone, marching via Lmg Bridge to
Alexandra, bat the next was a rouser, and

bn«le sounded
Halt, near Fairfax, the tpya would sink

down where they stood, into, the dust, upon
« j ^ heads hanging ever knapsacks,

fagged. It was with great diffi¬
culty they were roused whei* "Fall in" was
sounded. The road looked .like a field of
battle with 1.800 dead and1 dying strewn
abont.-even the groans weir not missing.
V\ e finally turned into a; lot to camp,
where w*e slept the sleep of the saints,
judging from the silence in camp.
Some natives appeared at daybreak, and

were haded with presents not wanted bv
a*. Slacking ami clothes brushes*

portfolios, bottles of bitters, #xtra cloth¬
ing, shaving cups, dinner sets and other
household and toilet articles. Our march¬
ing was easier this day, loads being lighter
and were getting used to it We passedBlackburn s Ford, Bqill Run, and

which, many of the
uZ in? K;iay* and fegiments had vis-

which were pointed out to the
green ones. Quite a number of the boyshad re-enlwted from the New York State
troops that were with Gen. McClelJan on

& May 1. 1864, at Warren
ton Junction, \ a., we were assigned as a

fC^h°n- ^rigade Gt n- Ferrern's
r ourth Division, to the Ninth Corps. On
the evening of May 2, the last d?ess pa

Jt was a, big affair.
liul*°®cer*' in three bat-
.

the other regiments look-
benefit.

** Barnum had a show for their

th?n.^arh 3,the army moved. and daringthe next two days we crossed the Rapna-
dark°nf #h d!Se Kapidnn- the latter after
halting I au after a great deal of

J arr,ved alongnide of a low, ziK-
' where we remained. At

nii!i cavalry pickets about a

if aJ5*d of U8' *** ,loard the

Sttl/nAti wiu1 partjr to onr left- The
Pfftle of the Wilderness liad Wrun. Wp
shifted to the left during the day, and by

stationed in th* edge of a
w<xxls, where we were ordered to lie down
fi2e.aarw'\drmak* 1,0 Anothe?
2, ^ Hampshire regiment, was

position^ 4 0f in aimiIar

ALECK*8 FXEST PRISONER,

# ^boat. midnight some oue stubbed the
f,. aga,n8t n»u»ket of Alex. McKin
non, who lay next to me/ and \leek

,U a roice,
baoIT" tU. .1"» Ala-
lama. Hm..you cant ccnie through
here, then, said Aleck. Whereupon Percy

»n «!*» other ,id* of Al«kpim<ted him, myiinc: "Why, hc is .
>ou want to take him prisoner!** Aleck
jumped up, and *aid: "That's so; you are

szsmrThi* in a ^^ tone,excited as he wns, and we laughed over itthe re»t of the night. The captor soon
found a Provost-Marshal, to whom Z

"w prlifOI,er' and re,urned to his
post. \\ e could not see his face but hi«
manner and action betrayed ir,-a?'.,ltf^
tkw, with hi. exploit, and nT bauterin.
could get him angry.
The next day, after moving several

w?.Vk« Zr+u*** stat'oneifbehind log breast-
JTor*a wjth a clearing m our front, and on
the other side of which Lieut. Charles A
Lockburner, Co. C, with 125 men as pick-
» H#»7a5 stationed. The Lieutenant was
a little fellow, but gritty; a Lieutenant in
the Swiss Army, with us on a two years'
furlough. He had been in a cavalry regi¬
ment, got embroiled in a duel.be was hot-
tempered.but the Swiss Consul at New
York interceding for him, he was'not dis-

allowed to join another regi-
ment Althouah often made the butt of
jokes, being of small size, he was well-
informed, college-bred, and stood the se¬
verest test in courage and daring. He died
a few years ago near Evans. Colo.

out FIRST MAN KILLED.

f It was nearly dark that evening when
las the men stood against the breastworks,
fand a few guards were some 190 feet in

the rear to keep the men from straggling,
a long, shrill rebel yell sounded iu our
front. Firing began on our left. I saw toe
24th N. Y. Cav., dismounted, leap into po¬
sition aud pour a volley to their front. The
excitement ran along the line and reached
our regiment, which did likewise, but the
officers veiled to stop firing and pickets
yelled, "Stop firing; you are firing into your
owu men," and Private McFadden, one of
two brothers in our comapny (A), fell for¬
ward, shot.by whom we could never hud
ont.probably by one of those rear-guards,
too scared to know what he was doing.
We laid him out, aud with sad hearts
buried him there. The rebs made no
charge. We left that night to follow
the army, Jeaviug Lieut. Lockburner aud

"A MAN CRAWLED UXDEB OXE OF THE
IXG T1IE EN1

his 125 men on picket without a ration of
grub. Our next long stop was at Nye
River, where we were held as support, just
back of the 60th Ohio. By the evening of
the 12th we arrived on the left wing of the
armv, at Spotsylvania.

It was a chilly, damp, disagreeable
niebt.everything was wet; no place to
find comfort. We were on an eminence;
to the left we could bear the whip-poor-
wjjl.whip-poor-will! and not another
sound, though thousands of men. were
moving. A large brushpile afforded the
only dry seat, so I spread my blanket and
shelter tent over it, and upon it sat several
of the officers with me.amoug them were

Maj. Reynolds, Lients. Hutcliins and Cook,
aud Capt Wood. How long we sat there
I don't recollect: but daybreak found us a
mile or two to the front aud right; cover¬
ing a road, crossing which several strong
and high log breastwork* ran to the left
down to a swamp. The first evening
Lieut. Hutching had charge of a squad, 1
among them, and we had liTely picket fir¬
ing. After it got dark we watched for the
flashes of the rebs' muskets and fired at
them. So did the rebs at us. A squad of
the 24th N. Y. Cav., some 20, got up at
one time and gave a volley. 1 used my
cartridges judiciously; but. still, used 38
of them that night. Not knowing where
our regiment lay.and having no rations,
Lieut. Hutchins took us a half mile or so
back to the Provost-Marshal, who provided
for us. The next day we rejoined the regi¬
ment. and while part of the regiment was
to the right or left, on duty, Co. A
was plaeed on a skirmish line in a little
grove of pines. In our front was a dense
undergrowth, which was held by a strong I
skirmish line of the enemy; to the right
a small knoll holding three or four bat¬
teries of artillery, but no horses, and but
few living men. The dead and wounded
battervmen lay and sat about the edge of
this knoll; one, especially, swayed two and
fro. still living, but the top of his skull
shattered and the brain oozing out over
his face.

Oh, ghastly sights were quite common
in yesterday's struggle.
The exposure of the batteries was such

that no man could stay near them in an
upright position. The enemy would pour
a terrific fire into it and sweep'down ev-
erjfc living thing. One man during the
forenoon crawled under one of the guns,
and cautiously loaded it from below with¬
out drawing the enemy's tire. Between the
two lines ran a little creek, about hip
deep, which we crossed and reerossed sev¬
eral times, trying to drive back the enemy;
but we were unable to do so, except where,
to the left of us, a tall member, of Co.
C, I think, took several prisoners,
one with a guidon, who ventured too far
out of the bru*h, and our tall friend had a
bead on them.

AX ANSWERED TRAYER.
This was the first time we ever faced

death and battle, and although we did not
flinch, it made me, at least, realize how
near we are to death when in war. I did
not want to die just then, and in the in¬
most of my heart I prayed to the AlmightyGod to spare my life. While walking by
a forked pine tree I saw a little book stick¬
ing in this fork, open aud wet by the rains.
I walked toward this book, and found it to
be a pocket Testament with the Psalnw in
back, the book open at Psalm 118, and the
l"th verse prominently showing forth.to
me.like a beacon light. Look it up aud
say if this was not a direct answer and
a comfort to me! Looking back now, and
knowing the thousand chances of death in
this most bloody and persistent campaign,I am thankful to (Jod, for He alone pre¬
served me. I came home without a
scratch. On another day, at Spotsylvania,
we puffhed our skirmish line quite a dis¬
tance ahead, into and through the brush,after dark, aud lay down on the end of
our blankets, rubber below, and slappedthe other end over our bodies, so that hea<l
and feet stuck out and got wet. It ruined
all night aud the water "squashed" under
us. "It was too dark to see our neighbors,
but saw objects only when they got above
the sky line. How I got into Co. F.
here, I don't know; but about midnight I
saw against the sky the outlines of Q. M.
Serg't 8earles and that big CompanyClerk, carryiug a box of crackers coming
over the knoll from the left. They stoppedbefore each man. peeped down, and asked:
"Is this Co. F?" Having had no ra¬
tions lately, and seeing a ehance, I looked
up, took uiy Co. F crackers, aud as
they did not know me, I was happy. The
next day I remained ou the skirmish line,
as we advanced into a small woods. We
held the north end, and the rebel# bad
small breastworks in the southend; all
were in full view, especially I, who stood
in a wood road.a position which two
others bad refused before me. There was
no danger, however, as neither side offered
fight Here I again came among my own
company. One of them, Ezra Mc., stood
next to me, and a taH friend beyond him.
As we.the frieqrl and I.conversed in a
low ton* Erza suddenly opened hi* month,
looked toward the rebs, raised hit gun In
a most serious manner, snapped a cap, and
then, in a most coa&ented manner, huddled

behind a great tree, as if he had done a
most meritorious act. Both of wb watched
him curiously, and when his hammer came
down without any effect, and he sat down,
we could not help laughing. Esra did not
in the least mind us. ¦

j-Here Lieut. Lockbumer and the 1Z&
pickets reported from Wilderness, having
beeh left without rations for two days, and
a guide having brought them by a nearer
path. Just as the battle of the previous
day at our right was at its^worst, and the
rebels had concentrated their fire on a bat¬
tery, and its supporting regiment gs.ve way
.these 125 men came along and were or¬
dered to their assistance.
Among some 20 we lost here was Pri¬

vate David Augsbury, a good and true man
and a Christian. He told his family when
he left home that he knew that they would
never see him again on earth. Another,
Brayton Brown, his brother-in-law, was
shot but the bullet was afterwards found
in a little Testament in his knapsack.
After Spotsylvania we again moved by the
left flank, made several feints, stood in
four, five and six lines of battle. Here
Lieut. Joseph P..Cleary asked me to make
out his discharge papers, for promotion,
which I did. Several months after I again
made out a set of similar papers for him,
so that he rose from Second Lieutenant to

V

OU!C8 AND LOADED 2T WITHOUT DBA\V-
CMY'S F1BB."
First, and from First Lieutenant to Cap¬tain in the field. At the end of the cam¬
paign he returned to us a full-fledged Ma¬
jor. He is now Superintendent of Police
of the City of Rochester, N. Y., and I had
the pleasure, of meeting him quite often
while living in New York State.
After marching through country full of

breastworks, deserted farms and burningforests, where devastation pointed its foot¬
steps on every side, and dead horses layquite frequent by the roadside, we arrived
on the morning of the 24th of May. 1804.
on the North Anna River. I had been
quite sick for -fwo or three days, but
went along. No bridge being near, we
waded the river, hip deep. The bottom
was nothing but jagged rock; you could
not get a foothold if yon tried. The field
officers rode below us, lio'ding out swords
and sticks to any that lost footing, and
there were many such.
That day the rebels pressed on us from

flank and front, and by next day even¬
ing'we recrossed at the same place, fcver
a willow bridge made by the Engineer
Cbrps, which was better, although the
bridge sunk nearly knee-deep from oar
weight.

In this fight. Comrade Martin V. Tuf-
ford, of Co. M (who was killed at Port¬
land on June 4, 11)03), told me that when
we were being flanked, he ran past Capt.
Kiefer, Co. M. who lay badly wounded,
and who, seeing him pas*, held up his
fine gold watch to take a!ong. But Tnf-
ford was in too hot a place, and did not
stop. Capt. Kiefer and his son both died
in rebel hands.
On May 30 and 31, we came very near

a bad scrap with the enemy. A column
of them marched between our pickets and
our breastworks during a dark night. Our
boys walked back a few steps from the
picket line to investigate. Asking one of
them where he belonged, he named^ a
Southern regiment, and our man, being
questioned, had not his wits with him,
but told him "14th N. Y.," whereupon
he and a number of others fell into their
hands.
Near the end of May our pickets were

driven in on£ afternoon, and the rebs came
so noar the breastworks that we manned
them and looked for a scrap, but they
quickly withdrew. It was also here that
John Record and I were shot at by a reb
long-range sharpshooter.
We bad procured water at a spring

just outside the breastworks. John Rec¬
ord had a new red flannel shirt on, just
received from the Sanitary Commission,
and as we returned a biillet struck a
small tree between us. We heard no shot
aud concluded that a sharpshooter a half
mile away saw that red shirt.

(To be Concluded.)
Fire Brothers.

Franklin D. Clark, Wynoose, 111.,
writes: "My mother, Mrs. L. T. Clark,
freely gave five son® to serve in defense
of her country, and she would have sent
more into the army if there had been more
sons in the family. Myself and brothers
enlisted at our home, Owensville, Ind.
Some were wounded, but all returned home
alive and are still living. James H. Clark
is 78 years old; II. A., 08; Frauklin D.,
04; Allison 02 aud William M., 59."

RHEUMATISM
Cured

Through the Feet
External remedy so .u«°*i#JuI*hatthe msktri nnd It FREE ON

APPROVAL to anybody.
TRY IT.

Send your name and address to the
makers of Magic Foot Drafts, the great
Michigan cure for every kind of rheuma¬
tism.Chronic or Acute, Muscular, Sci¬
atic. Lumbago, Gout, etc., no matter
where located or how severe. You'll get
a pair of the Drafts by return mail-
prepaid.free on approval.

If they give relief, send them a dollar;
if not, keep your money. You decide.

Magic Foot Drafts are worn without
inconvenience and ' cure rheumatism in
every part of the body by drawing out
the poisonous acids in the blood through
the great foot pores. You can see that
this offer is proof of their merit, for
hundreds of thousands of persons answer
these advertisements, and only those who
are satisfied with the benefit they receive,
send any money. Write to-day to Magic
Foot Draft Co., S. O. 30 Oliver Bldg.,
Jackson, Mich., for a trial pair and be
cured. A valuable illustrated book on
rheumatism also seat free.

BATTLE FRANKLIN.
Vivid JUeoUacttona Af»M SxceedlB«Jj

Editor National Trihi nk: Seeing so
many varied stories'of the battle of FraUk-
lin, I desire to add my*>lww recollections
of my own experiencesBand observatiohs
there. 1 was an active participant in that
unpleasantness, from Johuson's Mill to
Nashville. Those events. were so terrific-
that they have been witfeh^eyer since. I
do not wish to criticise any old comrade
who makes an. effort to j^foi^n the present
generation; I wfll only teU my own story.
The facts are horrible eiuirtra.
On Nov. 28 the 23d J%h. left Johnsons

Mill packf*d In box cars too thitft to lien
{down, and by way of Nashville went to
Home. Leaving the carfe in,a great hurry,
wc moved to the right of th^, town and 10
of my company, includinjg t myself, were
sent on the skirmish line. With scarce
time to throw a few rails )ip for protec¬
tion, we observed the rebels appear, about
4:30 p. m., in a cornfield in our front. A

I lively skirmish of half an hour followed,
and we then fell back to the main line,
which was soon abandoned. ^ .

About 9 p. m. our regiment was in the
rear, support for the rear-guard of infan¬
try, and there was a small detachment of

I cavalry still in our rear. The hardest partI of their work was to rouse up stragglersI who had gone to sleep in fencecomers.
About midnight, coming near Spring

Hill, we were ordered to keep quiet; the
rebds were on the hill, half a mile away,
as we could hear them and see their fires.

I reached the regiment about 10:30 a.
in. It was about 40 rods from the pike, on
the right, facing south, and, like all other
troops, had thrown up breastworks.
About 2 p. m. on the 30th the skirmish-l ers were ordered out, and 15 of our com¬

pany, including myself, went. Each group
of five made a rifle pit, the three groupsI having but one shovel among them. We
saw the rebels three-quarters of a mile
away, when our group.the center one.re¬
ceived tho shovel to make our pit. TheI rebels we saw proved to be a General and
his staff; but they did not stay there- long,
as they found they were in easy range.| About 4:30 p. m. we saw the* advance
of the rebels coming down to the fiats.
They filed to the left and continued until
they exposed ->a line half a «milc long.I TTiey formed a skirmish line and a single
line of battle and about 5:30 p; m. ad-

I vauced. We remained in the pits till the
lines on our left, further advanced than we,I were driven--back, and the rebels* were

I verv close to us. We then fell back, go-[ ing* through a fine yard in fhe reafr' of a
house. When we climbed the fence the
rebels were not 10 rods behind us. Here
Henry Oberiin was wounded«and soon
died. Less than 20 rods further the con-

I traction of\tlie line enabled the skirtnish-
ers to hold the line till the main line of the
rebels arrived, when we fell back through
a cornfield in front of our line of works.
When we entered our works the rebelsI were less than 20 rods from them. That
was about G o'clock. It was getting dark.

I was one of the last to get in. If Op-
dycke's Brigade was in our front it must

I have gone up a tree or into the ground, as.
uot 10 minutes after I jumped over our
works the rebels were tipon us and . theI regiment on our left.I am sure it was an

I Indiana regiment, but 1 do not remember
its number.140th lud., perhaps.a greenI regiment. I think, broke and rah. Col. O.
L. Spaulding ordered 10 men from each"
company to take the left; before we could
respond a regiment.perhaps 11-lth Ohio
.raised up from the ground after the In¬
diana boys had ruu over thfom where they
lav in reserve, aud with a4'yell that sur¬
prised the rebels, charged and retook the
works. The whole event dirt.not take over
10 minutes. The Ohio # took about
250 prisoners-.all who had entered ourI works! Not a rebel had got 10 feet inside
till he was a prisoner. 1

From that time till lip. m. there was a
continuous roar. They charged and were
repulsed 12 times, f will l^ver forget the
eries and groans of the wemnded and dy¬
ing there. About 11:43 tlie skirmishers
were told to remain iu tlie works and hold
them for half an hour, and the regiment
left Us and moved to the Vear. At 12:30
a. m. the skirmishers jeft the works and
passed through town ati/l over the bridge,
which was soon set on fire; and we began
our return to SasbVitt^.our third day
and night without rest or sleep- First,
on the cars, then on the road from Home.

If fhe rebels had followed us they would
have had a picnic that night. The feuce
corners and roadsides were thick with
exhausted .men.men dead in sleep from
weariness.

I don't want to criticize; but as to Op-
dycke being in front and reeeiviug the
brunt of the fight.well, if so, he must
have been on our left; but if so, he must
have allowed the rebels to pass right
through his lines, for it was not over 15
minutes after the fight began that Pat
Cleburne at the head of his men, rode up
on our breastworks, where rider and horse
were both killed. I saw the place two
weeks later, when we were following Hood
on his retreat after Nashville. I also saw,
on the left of the pike, the names of 100I Texas men killed there. Each had a stick
at the he^d of his grate, showing hisI name. ** . -

At the first charge the rebels reachedI our works and fought us there for 151 minutes. Many of theni seized, our guns
by the muzzles; but they quit that, as theyI found too often that they were at theI wrong end of the weapon. The men in theI works were all tried and true And there to
stay; and they stayed there tiU, ready toI go: and before they went they took all theI fight out of the rebels who were there.r,
and they had plenty of fight in them when
it began, and it was a big contract to whipI it out as we did. They talk about Gen.
Bchofleld being on the north side of the
river! That was the place for him. He had
confidence in bis officers and knew heI could rely upon his men. What earthly
good coifld it have done to have any Gen¬
eral in the rear? It was dark in 20 minutes
after the first charge.one could not see115 feet, except the flash of the guns. Our
lines were so stretched as to be scarce
more than one man deep.. Every man
had to be his own commander. It was
more than man.it was the hand of God.
The war accomplished His purpose; a les¬
son was taught; the end was* nigh. The
enemy had leaped his reward.and we1 are now getting ours in instalments of $6
a month. The rebels there fought as
never man fought.and w© did as well as
we could. If the Government is satisfied
that it is doing all it can for us, we must
be satisfied, whether it is satisfactory or
otherwise. ' Dear Tribune, you are cer-
taiuly doing your part..Mobbis E. John-

I son, Co. K, 23d Blich., Manette, Kitsap
I Co., Wash.

Cage's Fori, Tsnn.
Editor National Tbrt&NE: At day¬

break on the morning of TJoV. 21, 1862,Col. Basil W. Duke, fcrttli a detachment
of Gen. John H. Morgan's cavalry and
some infantry, marchfetf tp Cage's Ford,
on the Cumberland J. RiV^r, hoping, no
doubt, to surprise thfc*3fj|ft Ohio, which
had been encamped oh the south side of
the river. Finding thitt dtarfng the night
the regiment had chariged *ts camp to the
north side, the Confederates threw shells
from two howitzers UtttF their gunners
were driven from the*pieces by the mus¬
ketry fire of the Union troops. The Con¬
federates withdrew, gotog toward Leb¬
anon.

, «-4 .'

On the day previous to the attack three
men in citizen s garb, visited the camp of
the 31st, Which was att the south side of
the river. We suspect *hht the attack of
Morgan's troops was the result of the visit'
of the thw« citizens(?) on the 20th. Per¬
haps some ex-Confederate who writes for
The National Tribune will know..8. A.
McNeil, Slat Ohio, Richwood, Ohio.

-
'

This Mast Be the Oldest Soldier.
Wm. G. Jones, Bolosa, Cal., writes: "J.

J. Overton, living in Long Beach, ctaifha
to be 106 years old. I have known himI for several years. Hale and Ifcarty, he
moves among people every day Il)ce a man180 yean younger. 1b the Mexican War
ha was a soldier in Co. F, 4th iy.< and in
the civil war he was a member of Co. I,40th la. Being afraid ha wouM Hot beI accepted when he enlisted in the civil war,|b. did, no. «JT. hh «.!

i - ^ -.-is£SkSfe.

PICKET SHOTS
Alert Comrades Aleag the Wbolt

Use.

"OLD MEN HOT EMPLOYED."
Allen J. Walters, Co. E, 68th Ohio,

Fairfield, Mich., thinks it unfair to deny
a capable man employment because he is
getting old. He says: "It is getting to
be a very common thing, when a comrade,
pinched tur poverty, an old soldier who
devoted his youth and his best years to
subduing rebellion and saving the Union,
is aronnd looking for employment in any
line in which he is efficient, that he may
earn enough to feed and clothe himself and
his wife, for him to be told: 'We do not
employ any new man who is over 45.
or 40, or 35, as the case may be.* True,
the laws often stipulate that the veterans
shall have preferenre in employment; but
these laws do not apply to private em¬
ployer*. Can anyone say why they should
riot apply to corporations? Nor do they
have very great effect upon those to whom
they are assumed to apply. The candi¬
dates and the conventions and platforms
and politicians do not say anything about
not accepting votes of men over 45 years
of age. These laws have been nothing
more, in effect, than a flattering farce.

"If the old veterans of to-day had re¬
mained at home in 1861-'5 and applied
themselves to work on their farms or to
business in their offices, they would not
have worked as hard or suffered as much
as they did, and most of them would be
in no need to-day of begging for a chance

I to Work for the pittance that is requisite
to. support them and their wives.
"The man of 45 and upward may be

just as competent and as reliable as the
younger man, and give, as much or more
rforthe pay received."

LAST REGIMENT MUSTERED OUT.
C. L. Hilton, R. Q. M., BVt Captain,

1117th U. 8. C. T., Salina. Kan., writes:
"In answer to Joseph Parker, Derby,
Iowa, the last volunteer regiment of the
civil war to be mustered out of service
was the 117th U. S. C. T. I was muster¬
ed out at th^t time, Aug. 15, 1867."

HANGED THE REBEL SPY.
Comrade Corp'l J. 8. Covanovan, Co.

K. 1st Ohio L. A., Griffith, O., writes:
"Comrade P. M. Williams. Urbana, O.,
in your columns asks whenRichardson, the
rebel spy, was hanged? He was hanged
at Frederick City, Md., by orders of Gen.
Buford, July 5, after the battle of Get-
tyabur. He was hanged on a locust tree,
outside of the city limits, in front of our
battery (K, 1st Ohio L. A.). The General's
orders were just to let him hang for three
days. When Gen. Buford ordered the spy
hanged some of his staff advised that the
man be sent to Washington for court-mar¬
tial; but Gen. Buford said: 'No; if I
send that fellow there they will send him
back promoted!' We moved away on the
6th, and the body was stillJianging. The
boys had cut off all his butlons and much
of his clothes, and cut the tree nearly
down, for souvenirs."
Answering the same inquiry, Comrade

JV H. Parker, 3d Pa. II. A., Akron. O.,
writes: "Richardson was hanged July 5,
after Gettysburg, southwest of Frederick,
Md., by Kilpatrick's Cav., on a -walnut
tree. I saw him hanging there."

Capt. J. C. M. Hamilton, Co. C. 110th
Pa., Beaver Falls, Pa., answers: "Rich-
andson, the spy, was hanged on the limb
of an oak tree, just outside of Frederick
City, on July 6, 1863. His body was still
hanging to the tree when on 7th the army
passed. The tree stood in a field to the
left of. the road 200 yards, in full view."

FOR A MONUMENT FOR GEN. GIBSON.
8. F. Gray, President, Indianapolis,

lud., and A. M. Dihline, Secretary, Lima,
Ohio, announce that the 40th Ohio hopes
to be able to dedicate its monument to
Gen. Gibson, its first commander, in June,
1004. It will be necessary, however, they
state in a circular letter, that comrades
contribute liberally and promptly. The
association has adopted the share system.
Each contributor of $1 receives a certifi¬
cate bearing a fine engraved portrait of
Gen. Gibson. Td those contributing $10
Is also given a copy of the Gibson book.
The appeal is a very earnest one.

CONGRESSMAN IS O. K.
John W. Ijams, Co. E, 21st Mo.; Co.

K, 39th Mo.; Battery G, 4th Mo. Art.;
[Ozawakie, Kan.-, writes to Picket Shots:
"I wish that you would publish the his¬
tory of the 21st Mo. I think that I was
the yonngest soldier in the regiment. 1
was only 15. The 21st was the first regi¬
ment in the fight at Shiloh in the 'Hornets'
Nest.' I am for The National Tribune
service pension bill.$12 a month for the
boy who was paid only about $5 a mouth
in gold.also for his widow. Twelve dol¬
lars, will not do me any good, as I am
drawing $12 a month now, but it will do

[ me good to see the old boys get a part of
what the Government owes them! Our
Congressman is O. K. for the boys of '61
to '05-.Hon. Chas. Curtis, of this (First)District of Kansas."

I In due course of time, The National
Tribune will publish the history of the
21st'Mo., desired by the comrade..Ed.]

WIIY" THEY MISSED SIIILOH.
Comrade Watson Graham, of Remsen,

Iowa, who served with the Cos. C and M,
mentioned, says: "The reason that Cos.
A, B and O, of the 14th Iowa, were not
at. Shiloh is that they were sent to Fort
Randall, Dak., to relieve the Regulars
there. The 14tli was filled up with other
companies recruited for that purpose and
the three companies.A, B, C.were
transferred to the 41st Iowa, and after
about 10 mouths they were again trans¬
ferred and became Cos. K. L, M, 7th
Iowa Cav. They did garrison duty at
Fort Randall from December, '61, to Oc¬
tober, *63; then at Fort Sully till June, '64,and accompanied Gen. Sully on the ex¬
pedition up the Missouri River."

"THE REGULAR BRIGADE."
Comrade LeRoy Grout, First Ser¬

geant, First Battalion, 16th U. S.,Emmetsburg, Iowa, writes: "I notice
. in the National Tribune of Nov.126 a statement that the 1st Wis. was
In the Second Brigade, First Division,Fourteenth Corps, at Chickamauga. Evi¬
dently a mintake. The Second Brigade,First Division, Fourteenth Corps.known
as the Regular Brigade.was composed of
the 15th, 16th, 18th and 19th U. 8. Inf.
and Battery H, 5th U. S. Art. It was
commanded by Brig.-Gen. John H. King.During the campaign to Atlanta the 11thMich, and 60th Ohio were brigaded with
us; but the 1st Wis. was not with us at
any time, according to my recollection, and
I was with my regiment up to Aug. 19,1864. If the 1st had been with us I would
certainly have known of it Rousseau's
Division was the First Division, Four¬
teenth Corps."

QUESTIONS HISTORY OF THE SABER.
J. A. Gilberg, 5th Ohio Cav., Ellis,Minn., thinks that the "saber with a his-'

tory," presented at Iuka to Lieut. Im-
mel, as captured from the 5th Ohio Cav.
by Forrest, probably had not mnch of a
history after all, as, in Comrade Gilberg's
opinion, it was carried by one of a "detach¬
ment of two-years' recruits for the 5th
Ohio Cav., taken in at Lexington, Ky., byForrest. He says: "Forrest got no sabers
from the regiment that was initiated at
Shiloh."
JTO RENEW AN OLD BRIEF ACQUAINTANCE.

Comrade J. H. Ward, Sergeant, P. H. B.
(Md.)., Roanoke, Va., writes: "Can anyof your readers give me the company and
tiie name of the Lieu-tenant commanding
XL. from the 87th Ohio, that I met once at
Nolen's Ferry? Also, names of those who
were with me then? One of our men
reported that troops were crossingthe river and the Lieutenant and
I went on the , bridge to in¬
vestigate, as we were not sure who they
were. He told me to take as many of his
men as I wished and with some of my
own mengo and find out. I took five men
from ea.n command and went along the
towpath and deployed the men under;
coyer aud we were not discovered. We
found them to be rebels, and fired on
them and they went under cover of the
river bank. We fell back to the com¬
panies and all of them fell baek to the
Licksville road. The next morning we
were ordered to Faint of Rocks.vWe saw

THOUSANDS HAVE KIDNEY
TROUBLE AND DON'T KNOW IT

To Prove What Swamp-Root, the Oreat Kidney Remedy, Will do
for YOU, Every Reader of The National Tribune May Have a

Sample Bottle Sent Free by Mail. *
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The mild and immediate effect of I>r.

Kilmer's Swamp-Hoot, the great kidney
and bladder remedy, is soon realized. It
stands the highest for its wonderful cures
of the most distressing cases. Swamp-
Root will set your whole system right, and
tho best proof of this is a trial.

H Kast 120th St., Nkw York City,Dkar Ribs: Oct. 1.1th, IMS.
" I ha1] been itiffcrinjr severely from kidney trouble.

All symptoms were on hand; my former strength ni»d

Eiwkt had left me; I could hardly drag myaeif *lonp.
ven iny mental capac ty was giving oat. und ofleu 1

wished to die. It was then I aaw an advertisement
of yonra In a New York paper, but would not have
paid any attention to it, had tt not promoted a sworn
guarantee with every bottle of your medicine avert¬
ing that your Swamp-Root Is purely vegetable, and
dost net contain any harmful drugs, i am sc.only
fears and four monthaold.and with a good conscience
can recommend swamp-Root to all aiflvim from

kidney troubles. Four members of my fkmily have
been using Swamp-Root for Tour different kidney dis¬
eases, with the anme good results."
With many thanks to you, I remain.

Vary truly yours,
ROBEUIT BERXER.

You may hare a sample bottle of this
famous kindney remedy, Swamp-Iloot,
sent free by mail, postpaid, by which
you may test its virtues for such disorders
as kidney, bladder and uric acid diseases,
poor digestion, when obliged to pass your
water frequently night and day, smarting
or irritation in passing, brick-dust or sed¬
iment in the urine, head ache, back ache,
lame back, dizziness, sleeplessness, ner¬

vousness, heart disturbance due to bad
JEI>ITOBlAL HOTEL.So successful

the most distressing cases of^kidney, liver,
derfnl merits you may have a sample bot
both sent absolutely free by mail. The
thousands of testimonial letters received
and success of Swamp-Root is so well
send for a sample bottle. In sending your
ton, N. Y., l>e sure to say you read this
Tribune. The proprietors of this paper

the rebels breaking up a canal boat nnd
fired on them, and they shot the stock off
the gun of one of the 87th boys, and the
Lieutenant said: 'Be glad it wasn't your
bead!* At Point of Rocks we helped
load a battery on cars and then fell back
to Harper's Ferry, where Col. Miles sur¬
rendered 11,000 of us to Jackson."
AGED PATRIOT POOIl AND IIELPLE&8.
Comrade Clark Tritt, Shoal Creek, Ark.,

writes: "I was three years in Co. P, 12th
Kan.; was in Co. D, of John Rail's Mis¬
souri Regiment, in Mexican War, and
would like to know if any of my com¬
rades then are living. I was in the Indian
war of '51; cast my first vote for Zack
Taylor; voted twice for Lincoln; am now
77 years old, and helpless; have to be
carried; can't even dress myself; have to
hire help to do that; have no support for
my wife and myself except $12 pension.

WIDOW WANTS INFORMATION. .

A. A. Jones, Toledo, Iowa, writes: "The
widow of Sam'l 11. Wood, who at the out¬
break of the war lived at Kirksville, Mo.,
and who enlisted in Co. I, 7th Mo. Cav.,
and was killed near Waverly, Mo., May
26, 1802, desires me to ask some of his
comrades to write to me. Information
concerning his brother, George N. Wood,
is also desired. He served in the satuo

company and was killed at Lone Jack in
August, 1802. If Frank Saunders, of the
same company, is living, 1 would like to
hear from him also."

THE IIOOS1ER WADKINS FAMILY.
One of the most extraordinary incidents

of the Reunions of civil war veterans was
seen at Warsaw, Ind., in September, on
the occasion of the Reunion of Co. I, 47th
Ind. Mrs. John Wadkins, 93 years old.
was present with her four sons, all of
whom were comrades of that company,
each having been wounded, none seriously
so, while in service. The sons are: W111.
Wadkins, 00 years old, Nappanee, Ind.;
Enoch, 64 years old,.of Michigan; Perry,
62 years old, Warsaw, Ind., and Robert,
60 years old, of Nappanee, Ind. Mrs.
Wadkins is in good health, with an active
memory, and tells with great iuterest
stories of the times when war bereft her
of her four boys and oppressed her days
and nights with fourfold anxieties.

IN JUSTICE TO THE VETERANS.

Finley W. Munson, 14th N. Y., San-
ford, Fla., writes in regard to the slur¬
ring attacks of the Florida papers upon
pensions to Union veterans, but who
never say a word about the increased
pensions granted to the Confederates,
which the Union soldiers, who have done
so much to build up the State, are heavily
taxed to pay. It doesn't seem fair to help
suirport the men who made so much trou¬
ble during the war.

OUR WESTERN COMRADES.
H. D. Barton, 48th la., Orosi, Cal.

makes an appeal for the fecognition of
those comrades who at the close of the
war, when they were in the full vigor of
early manhood, drifted to the Far West
and became a great factor in its upbuild¬
ing. Where su-ength, skill and intellect
were required they, were on hand, and
whatever they undertook they carried
through with the zeal they had learned in
the Army, These men have done their
work, and gray has begun to be the domi¬
nant color among them. JThey should be
taken care of by the Government, aud one
way that the Government can do this is
by appointing them wardens of the game
and forest reservations, which duty they
could discharge as well as the young men
who are now holding down those jobs.

J. T. McLaughlin, Co. Iv, 128th Ind.,
North Topeka, Kan., wishes to substanti¬
ate a comrade, thus: "I can substanti¬
ate the statement made by W. F. Barkus,
of Dallas, Tex., as to commander of the
120th Ind. at Nashville. I know that
Maj. Barkus then commanded the regi¬
ment. I was in the same brigade. The
120th, 124tli and 128th Ind. formed the
First Brigade of 'Ilovey's Babies' in the
early part of the Atlanta Campaign, com¬
manded then by Col. Barters."

WAR TIME VOTING.
Comrade Sam Kurtz, Co. D., 91st 111.,

Los Angeles, Cal- writes: "My memory
is quite clearly to the effect that in 1864
the Illinois volunteers who *were out of
the State were not able to vote in the
Presidential election as did the abseut
soldiers of Pennsylvania and other States.
My impression is that the unjust fact
was due to the disgraceful fact that the
.Illinois Legislature was Copperhead. I
distinctly remember that election morning,
for CoL M. M. Day ordered a straw vote,
or test vote, in each company, and I know
that in our company there were but two
votes for McCIellan, the others being for
Lincoln/'

NO 8TATUE8 OF REBELS.
Comrade Francis A. Snyder, White

Rock, Mich., writes some truths in lan¬
guage too emphatic to print, concerning
statues to rebels. A part of his letter says:
"I am surprised that Union people would
dare to even think of tolerating erection of
statues at the National Capitol to such
traitors as Robert E. Lee. . . . Why
does the Government tolerate tho sugges¬
tion? . . . ? word to ~

kidney trouble, skin eruptions from had
blood, neuralgia, rheumatism, diabetes, -

bloating, irritability, wornout feeling,
lack of ambition, loss of flesh, sallow com¬

plexion, or Bright'* disease.
If your water, when allowed to remain*

undisturbed in a glas# or bott!e for twen-

ty-four hours, forma a sediment or set-

A

tling, or has a cloudy appearance, it to
evidence that your kidneya and bladder
need immediate attention.
Swamp-Root is the great discovery of

Dr. Kilmer, the eminent kidney and blad¬
der specialist. Hospitals use it with won¬

derful success in both slight and severe

cases. Doctors recommend it to their pa¬
tients and use it in their own families, be¬
cause they recoguize in 8wamp-Root the
greatest and most successful remedy.
Swamp-Root is pleaaant to take and is

for sale the world over at druggists in
bottle# of two sises and two prices.fifty
cent and one-dollar. Don't make any
mistake, but remember the name. Swamp-
Root, Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root, and the
address, Bingham too, N. ¥., on everj
bottle. . (

is Swamp-Root in promptly curing even
or bladder trouble#, that to prove its won-
tie and a book of valuable information,
book contains many of the thousands upon
from men and women cured. The value
known that our readers are advised to
address to Dr. Kilmer 8c Ox, Binghorr-
generous offer in the Washington National
guarantee the genuineness of this offer.

F lease do not submit to such a thing*
Surely we have enough Robert E. Lees
and Jefferson Davises living and antagon¬
izing good governnMMit without recalling
the dead or reviving their dangerous aud
distructiye influence!"

PROMOTE THAT CORPORAL.
John Moore, Co. G, 10th Ohio Car.. El¬

more, O.. relates this interesting storv: "In
March, 1865. at H>Ie's landing. N. C.,
10 men of (V>. G, 10th Ohio Cav.. while
on picket dnty. captured 27 Confederate
soldiers, with a Lieutenant in command.

i About noon that day a young negro
woman came hurriedly to our picket re¬
serve post and said that a party of rebel
soldiers was at her master'a house, waiting
for t heir dinner. Examiniug the messenger
carefully we learned that the rebels had
hitched their horses near the barn, and left
their guns in the barn, which the colored
woman said we oomM reach unseen. They
were less than a mile away from ua, be¬
hind a strip of woods. We decided to cap¬
ture the Confeds if possible.

"Corp*! Thomas Smith in charge of
the picket post. I*aviug one man on the
post, C orp 1 Smith, Luther Reynolds,
Lewis Hemming, John Hunt, 'Jacob
Hunt. Samuel Hutcainaon. Jacob Leitner.
Dig Credicat and John Moore went after
the rebels, being guided by the colored
woman. We got to the place, took all the
arms and hid them under some old to¬
bacco stems; then quietly surrounded the
house. Every door and window was cov¬
ered before the relwls knew of our pres¬
ence. Every hand went up at our com¬
mand aud we gobbled them without firing
a shot. We marchedjhem to our picket
post and then to brigade headquarters, the
negroes leading the horses and carrying
the captured guns."

THE FORT WAS FMPTT.
From Erie, Colo., G->o. Brown, Co. D.

4«th ill., writes: "If anybody asks j«»u
what regiment first entered Spanish Fort.
Ala., tell them it was the 47th 111. We
were at the front on picket. In the morn¬
ing at 4 o'clock everything was so still th:«t
we got curious and our Sergeant-Major
weut to see what he could see. and he saw-

nobody! He found a box of tobacco and
divided with the rest of us. Now, 47th.
come to the front; report yourselves for
duty and back me up!"

J. H. Regusters, !kh Mass. (colored)
Cav.. Plymouth, N. C., writes a letter that
is evidence of intelligence aud education,
in which he says: "I am very, very poor;
I have an invalid wife, a boy of five years
one girl yonnger and two older, in my
family; I am over 00 years of age. of 110
account physically, feeble and broken
down. I get $G a month pension, and
have applied for an increase."
_J. Gravenhorst, First Sergeant. Co. A,

37tli 111., Mathewson. Okla., would like
to hear from old company, regimental and
brigade comrades. He specially mentions
2Cth Ind.

scattering.
Joseph Scheibel, Brockway, Minn.,

would like to hear through The National
Tribune from members of Co. B, 3d N. Y.
Cav.

H. J. Slocum, Co. B, 52d III., requests:
"I would like to have <some comrade of
the 2d Iowa tell us something about a com¬
rade of that regiment who did service as

'

a spy and scout for Gen. Dodge."
Comrade Geo. W. Norris, 14th III. Cav.,

Anna. III., wishes to find a comrade. He
says: "He left a note for me at the In¬
ternational Hotel, San Francisco, during
the recent Encampment, and signed "it,
'Your old comrade of the 14th 111. Cav.*
.and there he ended, forgetting to sign
his name. He did tell the clerk what hoM
he was at, and I went there, but as I did
not know for whom to ask. I failed. I
wish that he would write to me."

Co. K, 115th Ind.,
West Terre Haute, Ind., says: <4I waut to
know what has become of the old Persim¬
mon Brigade. I don't suppose that 1 am
now altogether "it." Where are the oth¬
ers? I want to hear from them.the 115th
116th, 117th and 118th Ind., and 12th
Mich. Battery."

J. F. Norville, Gerlaw. III., writes: "I
am not arv old comrade, but a son of E.
O. Norville, Co. B. 103d HI., who served
three years and six months and was in
many battles and went with Sherman to
the Sea. He is deceased, and it would
greatly gratify his widow and his sou to
see in The National Tribune reminiscence*
of some of his old comrades who have not
forgotten him."
M. C. Dayton. Co. C, 50th N. Y. Engs

neers, Quincy, Midi., writes: 4,At Citv
Point I talked with a Confederate who
was captured at Petersburg in April, 1&*\
and I would like to hear from him. I J
gave him a postage stamp to prepay a let¬
ter that he wished to mail to his wife. I
mentiou this to identify myself to him: I
have no dispoaition to demand payment for
the stamp. He said that we conkl almos*
ace his home from the place at which we
talked. He had told his wife in the letter
that he meant to take the oath of alle¬
giance to the United Statea at the first
opportunity, and return to his wifa at the
ant chance.


